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CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 06352 

NOFORN 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: SHUM, EEC, CY, TU 

SUBJECT: APRIL 18 EC FOREIGN MINISTERS DISCUSSION OF 
CYPRUS 

THE MINISTERS EXPRESSED THEIR KEEN INTEREST IN CYPRUS 
AND THEIR READINESS TO HELP IN PROMOTING A JUST SOLUTION 
TO THAT VEXING PROBLEM. THEY AGREED THAT THE BRITISH 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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PAGE 02 LONDON 06352 191737Z 

PRESIDENCY SHOULD MAKE A LOW LEVEL ORAL DEMARCHE IN 
ATHENS AND ANKARA WHICH WOULD: WARMLY WELCOME THE RE- 
SUMPTION OF THE INTERCOMMUNAL TALKS; NOTE THAT WHILE 
CONSIDERABLE GAPS REMAIN BETWEEN THE TWO SIDES, THE 
NINE HOPE THAT INCREASED EFFORTS WILL BE MADE TO OVER- 
COME THESE DIFFERENCES; INDICATE THAT THE EC IS PLEASED 
THAT FURTHER NEGOTIATIONS WILL TAKE PLACE; AND EXPRESS 
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THE HOPE THAT A PEACEFUL SOLUTION CAN BE FOUND TO THE 
CYPRUS PROBLEM. OWEN TOLD THE PRESS AFTER THE MEETING 
THAT IF THERE IS "ANY SIGN THE EC CAN ACTIVELY PROMOTE 
A SETTLEMENT, WE WILL NOT HESITATE TO DO SO." 
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